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LOCAL BUSINESS 
Another look 

Owner of Casa Milagros Interiors gives new life to old rooms through 
the art of redesign 
By Cindy Bellinger For The New Mexican 

    Tired of your living room? Not sure what to do with that old chair and dresser? Maybe all your house needs is a little 
rearranging. Heather Wood, owner of Casa Milagros Interiors, believes a room, or sometimes a whole house, just 
needs another eye. 

    “Without going to great expense, you can remodel a room using furnishings you already have,” she said. “People
usually have other things in another room that can be repurposed.” Her motto is: transforming life spaces. 

    One client needed a room redone. “For a year she couldn’t find the motivation to deal with it. It had become a
dumping ground. She was getting discouraged and didn’t enjoy being there,” said Wood, who found a desk and chair in
another room, a shelf in the garage then added a basket for CDs. 

    Casa Milagros is all about interior redesigning, a service that is catching on partly because of several television
shows that feature interior renovations. Wood wanted to be an interior designer all along, but she headed down
another path. It all came together after she and her husband moved into a large house off Old Santa Fe Trail. As she
worked with the decorator they’d hired, something clicked. 

    She had always wanted to have her own business, but didn’t know what it would be. Her background included
working for a coffee roaster in Olympia, Wash., where she did marketing and catalog development. Then she returned
to New Mexico to man- age her parents’ newspaper in Angel Fire. 

    “That experience really let me know I wanted to run the whole show,” said Wood, who went on to work for the Santa
Fe Community Foundation for nearly two years. 

    Last summer with the help of the local chapter of the Service Corps of Retired Executives and the Small Business
Development Center at Santa Fe Community college, Wood started Casa Milagros. She put together a brochure, created
a Web site, did a direct mailing and began running ads. 

    Because of an ad in The New Mexican, Donna Dreschel became one of Wood’s first clients 

    “I had floor-to-ceiling shelves that were the focal point of a room that needed some help,” Dreschel said. “Heather
came in and took down all the stuff, dusted and put it all back, rearranging it in a very pleasing way. It looked like a
professional decorator had come in, but it was the same old stuff.” 

    Dreschel said Wood worked about three hours and passed on a few more tips for her house. 

    “I’m really glad I hired her,” Dreschel said. “I’d reached my limit and frustration level. I needed help and Heather was really great.” 

    Wood took a 50 hour course in Evergreen, Colo., to become a certified interior-redesign industry specialist. 

    Besides doing interior redesign, Wood also does real-estate staging; she sets up homes that are on the market to
make them look more inviting to potential buyers. She also does movein placement, helping people move into their 
new homes. Wood provides organizing and consultations and she even offers gift certificates. 

    Working out of her home, Wood is a founding member of the Professional Organizers in Santa Fe. 
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    “People have too much stuff,” she said. “Sometimes all that’s needed is getting permission to throw things away. I
make donation deliveries and people tell me once they’ve finally gotten rid of stuff, they don’t even miss it.” 

    Wood loves her work, but she doesn’t like the bookkeeping aspect of it. The pressure of keeping up with current
business as well as interior trends is there too. But that’s only the downside. 

    The upside is meeting great people, getting to work in beautiful homes — and making them even more spectacular
— and having her dream come true: the dream of owning her own business. 


